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‘Kiddical Mass’: Tiburon kicks off
bike train In traf c-solution effort

JOCELYN KNIGHT / FOR THE ARK

The Tiburon Bike Train started at the San Francisco Yacht Club at 7:15 a.m. Oct. 9 and continued with dozens of children and adults onto the Old Rail Trail on their way to Del Mar Midd
Elementary schools.

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN train whistle.” She said not having it go both ways deters quite a few
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com “Everybody made it to school safely,” said Brenda parents from allowing their children to participate.
Hunsinger of Old Tiburon, whose third- and fth- Kids who want to continue must have their par-

The rst-ever Tiburon Bike Train between down- graders rode the bike train. “My fth-grader | feel ents complete and submit a waiver at saferoutes-
town Belvedere and Bel Aire Elementary School comfortable allowing to ride to school with a buddy, toschools.org/reed_union.html and click on “Bike
made tracks Oct. 9, leaving its rst station in front of but | wouldn’t have let my third-grader ride without Train Waiver Form.” Another advantage of register-

San Francisco Yacht Club at 7:15 a.m. and rolling its adult supervision.” ing is that parents receive alerts by email whenever
way down Beach Road to Old Rail Trail and on to its  “My kids thought it was a great success, and | there’s a change of plan.
nal destination. thought it was a great introduction for my third-grad- On the same day of the inaugural bike train, Safe

As conductors Frances Barbour and Kathy er, having a guide showing them the ropes,” said Lisa Routes to School held its local version of Interna-
McLeod, both certi ed bicycle instructors, arrived McKnew, another Old Tiburon resident. She and her tional Walk & Roll to School Day, in which 81 Reed
at each station along Beach Road, Tiburon Boule- husband bought their children, train passengers pupils participated, massing in colorful clusters on
vard, Old Rail Trail, Greenwood Beach Road and Tommy and Katelyn, new bicycles for the event as the bike path below the Lyford Drive intersection
Black eld Drive, they blew the train whistle to signal  early birthday presents. where a snack stand had been set up. When the light
that young cyclists should join the procession. It's “We're very excited about the bike train,” McKnew turned green, they owed across Tiburon Boulevard
the conductors’ job — and the job of parent volun- continued. “As a community, it's a great thing for the through the lines of the crosswalk, under the watch-
teers they’re hoping to recruit — to escort the young kids to be able to ride to school together and to have a ful gaze of their crossing guard.
cyclists along the route and to render assistance as guide makes it even better. It gives them con dence, McLeod said she learned that they need more vol-
needed. reiterates the rules.” unteer parents to help at each station, making sure

“l thought it went awesome,” McLeod said. She Each school has about 500 students, McLeod said. kids are gathered and don't leave before the train
reported that 93 Bel Aire and 102 Del Mar students ~ The Tiburon Bike Train — a $7,000 pilot program arrives and have their helmets on and enough air in
participated. funded by the town of Tiburon and local nonprot their tires; the conductors have pumps in case kids

She said one mom was so determined not to let organizations that grew out of the now-disbanded nd their tires’ air pressure is a little low.
her child miss it she arrived at the yacht club station Community Action to Reduce Traf c joint committee If interested in volunteering, call Barbour at 577-
on her bicycle with her wet hair still in a towel. — will continue every Wednesday, although heavy 4601 or McLeod at 686-3805.

“l consider it a Kiddical Mass,” Barbour quipped. rain cancels. Onits rstrun, it was dif cult to assess
“We're not Critical Mass, because that gets out the impact on morning commute traf c, but the goal Deirdre McCrohan has reported on Tiburon local
of control sometimes. The fun of it is for all to join is to eventually run the train in both directions and government and community issues for more than
together and ride to school together and hearing the to expand to ve days a week, according to Barbour. 20 years.
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